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Charleston to the western boundary of the State, at a point
opposite to the city of Augusta, in Georgia. It was a scheme
in which were embarked some citizens of South Carolina, who
did not share the constitutional opinions of their congressional
representatives concerning the power of Congress to promote
what were called " internal improvements," and who believed
that this enterprise embraced relations which made it a proper
object for the exercise of that power. The petition of the
corporation of the " South Carolina Canal and Railroad," ask-
ing a Government subscription to its capital stock, was sent
to Mr. "Webster, to be presented in the Senate, accompanied
by the following letter from the president of the company,
which sufficiently suggests the reasons for asking his aid, and
folly explains the grounds on which the directors of the corpo-
ration believed they were entitled to the assistance of Congress.
It will be observed that the letter is dated early in January.
The petition was presented in the Senate, by Mr. "Webster, on
the 18th, the clay before that on which General Hayne made
his first speech to wThich Mr. "Webster felt called upon to reply :

[FROM THE HON. WILLIAM:

)
)

" OFFICE OP THE SOUTH CAEOLIXA CAXAL AITD EAILP.OAD COMPACT,
"CJU.EI.ESTO>-, Wi January, 1S30.

" The Hon. DANIEL WEBSTER,

"United States Senate.

" SIB, : The directors of the South Carolina Canal and Railroad Com-
pany have instructed me respectfully to request from you the favor to
present their petition to the Senate of the United States, praying the Gen-
eral Government in furtherance of the objects of their institution.

"The subject is fully developed in the petition and documents accom-
panying it, whichwillbe presented to you by General Hayne, of this State,
and we trust every point of difficulty touching the completion of tliis
work, and our ability to effect that object should the General Govern-
ment aid the enterprise to the extent prayed for, will be removed by
Colonel Blanding, of this State, at present on a visit to the city of "Wash-
ington.

" In soliciting your aid in behalf of our institution, it is due to the gen-
tlemen -who are Senators from our State, to inform you that objections
predicated on constitutional grounds "will induce them to oppose the object
of our petition, and some reluctance to present it, therefore, must be ex-
perienced, on which we are not inclined to trespass.

" The quality of the enterprise as it relates to the General Government is
obviously calculated to acquire for it the most indulgent consideration. The